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MUNICIPALITY OF WAWA

Land Acknowledgment

The Municipality of Wawa acknowledges that we are on land that has been inhabited by
Indigenous peoples since time immemorial. We would like to recognize that we are in the
Robinson-Superior Treaty territory and on land which is the traditional territory of the
Anishinaabe. Specifically, we acknowledge the neighbouring community of Michipicoten First
Nation, for whom we have great respect. We also recognize the contributions of all Indigenous
peoples, including the Métis, in shaping and strengthening the community and Province of

Ontario.
WSP Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines
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The Municipality of Wawa has prepared a new Downtown Community Improvement Plan (CIP)
and associated Urban Design Guidelines (UDG)to enhance and revitalize the Downtown. A CIP
is a planning and economic development tool for municipalities to promote community
revitalization and often serves as a catalyst for achieving economic, community planning and
urban development goals. Municipalities use CIPs to enable a wide range ofpolicies and
Financial Incentive Programs that encourage private
investment, and to support strategic municipal
initiatives, aimed at the revitalization of targeted
areas.

The purpose of the CIP is to establish the vision and
goals for the Downtown, identify the recommended , Community
Financial Incentive Programs to meet the CIP® s : fA “”P’;’l‘j:"*”“
goals, and set out an implementation strategy which

includes administration and marketing of the CIP,
and monitoring of results. Many of the
recommendations and guidelines in this document
are intended to be supportive of, or benefit from, the
goals and Financial Incentive Programs of the CIP.
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Figure 1-1 Broadway Avenue Street Festival (Source: Municipality of Wawa )
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Urban design shapes how places look and feel, and how people connect to and experience the

places where they live, work and play. It is place making and considers the interrelationship
between spaces, streets;and bui |l dings that shape peoplte®s expe
strives to support health, quality of life, well-being, functionality, and efficiency. Good urban

design serves everyone, by respecting the details that make a place unique and full of character,

while helping to ease movement and increase accessibility by creating comfortable, welcoming,

safe spaces.

Urban Design Guidelines (UDG) are the documents that seek to instill good urban design
practices, holding municipalities and developers accountable to the vision and goals that have
been developed for a specific geographic area. Some design challenges in Northern
communities such as Wawainclude: climate-related considerations while still supporting local,
and sustainable economic and tourism activities; aging building stock, building design and the
selection of building materials to reflect local heritage; the prevalence of private vehicle use over
more active transportation (e.g., walking, cycling, and mobility-aided movement); and the need
to integrate parking without detracting from a pedestrian -friendly Downtown character, among
other considerations. The UDG can respond to such challenges and provide CIP applicants with
direction on how to achieve the CIP vision and goals, by implementing specific design elements,
founded on community input and best practices.

1.1.1 Structure of the Urban Design Guidelines

The Downtown Urban Design Guidelinesdocument is organized as follows:

9 Section 1: Introduction introduces the local context of Downtown Wawa, followed by
how these Guidelines should be implemented; their purpose and structure; and the area
they apply to.

I Section 2: Guiding Principles provides an outline of the CIP vision and goals, andurban
design principles which the Guidelines aim to achieve.

WSP Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines
Page 2 Municipality of Wawa | Downtown Community Improvement Plan
March 2024
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Downtown Wawa Urban Design Guidelines

1 Section 3: Public Realm Design presents specific public realm design elements such as
(but not limited to) building facades, signage and gateways, streetscape design,
furnishings, open spaces, and public art.

1 Section 4: Private Realm Design presents guidelines related to private realm design
elements including (but not limited to) building relationship, street wall, and the private-
public interface.

12 EQYs{dfs GLfLi «qglLj, >qs dz¥{

Downtown Wawa, the heart of which is along Broadway Avenue, is currently comprised of a mix
of retail, service, office, and other commercial uses, as well as residential uses and institutional

uses. Downt own Wawa®s scenic |Llakearovidesonigde rectl y ad
opportunities to spur local business activity and significant economic investment in the area. Key
Downt own attractions include the Lion®s Beachfron

Market, which offers seasonal opportunities for local entrepreneurs and artisans to sell their
products to residents and tourists.

The history of Downtown Wawa is evident through the existing building composition which adds
character and historic value to the Municipality®
number of vacant buildings and sites have resulted in fewer active businesses and a loss of

economic activity in the Downtown, and a lack of aesthetic and urban design cohesion.

Gateways and Public Art

The entry to Downtown from the south is marked by a highly visible and strategically located

gateway sign. Other municipal signs and elements are found throughout the Downtown to reflect

t he area®s hi s fareingeed of revitalizgtibn. TheoDowentown is also full of public

art installations that contribute to a sense of |
doors painted by a local artist (Heather Sinnott), and scanned and printed on metal as

permanent installations, are found throughout the Downtown. There are also existing and

planned building fagade murals along Broadway Avenue which add vibrancy and reflect the

local culture.
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Figure 1-2: Heritage Door (left) and Gateway S ign (right)

The Goose Nest Market

The Goose Nest Market, established in 2019, is one of the most unique aspects of Downtown
Wawa. It is comprised of multiple compact wooden structures that can be rented by community
members and entrepreneurs during local events and festivals, and is a valuable existing
economic attraction where local vendors can showcase their goods. However, community
members have suggested a need to consider reorganizing the layout of the structures to
enhance the market experience for visitors through a more open environment. For example,
suggestions have included reorienting the structures to form an internal courtyard, which may
require the relocation of some of the historic mining monuments currently located on the site.

P T

Figure 1-3: Goose Nest Market
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Wawa Lake Waterfront

Downtown Wawa is situated with direct proximity and vistas to Wawa Lake, including an
expansive waterfront beachandt he Li on ®s elagaWwatkfwhichmepresents a
tremendous amenity to attract both residents and visitors to the Downtown.

While the Municipality has made significant recent investments in the boardwalk, community
members have suggested further improvements including the potential relocation or repair of
the historic oil rig to enhance the lookout area. In addition, increased and refreshed signage,
wayfinding to direct users to the boardwalk, as well as improved maintenance of the beach
should be implemented.

Figure 1-4: Wawa Lake Waterfront
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The Downtown Wawa Urban DesignGuidelines (UDG) are intended to provide design directions
and recommendations for the development and redevelopment of sites and buildings in
Downtown Wawa, including the use of appropriate materials, building form and styles, consistent
furnishings, enhancement through plantings, and overall site planning. Further, these Guidelines
are intended to:

1 Assist applicants in achieving community improvement project funding through the
Financial Incentive Programs included in the Downtown Community Improvement Plan
(CIP) by guiding how to meet the vision and goals for the future of the Downtown;

1 lllustrate potential examples of the implementation of key urban design elements (e.g.,
street furniture, as well ashard and soft landscaping) in the Downtown context; and

1 Assist Municipal staff in evaluating CIP applications and potential community
improvement projects, as well as planning and undertaking municipally-led activities.

These UDG will not form operative policy but rather complement and enhance municipal policy

objectives and the CIP. I f there is a conflict between the UD
policies and/or Zoning By-law provisions, or other applicable municipal policies, those policies

and provisions would prevail.

1.3.1 Community Improvement Project Area

These Urban Design Guidelines will apply for properties located within the Community
Improvement Project Area established in the Downtown CIP, as shown inFigure 1-5.

WSP Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines
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Figure 1-5: Downtown Wawa Community Improvement Project Area
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This Section provides the overall vision and goals of the Downtown Wawa Community
Improvement Plan (CIP) and outlines the Guiding Principles for the Urban Design Guidelines
(UDG) that have emerged during the engagement process. Key engagement activities included
a Downtown walking tour and Visioning Workshop with Municipal staff and community
members, and Business and Community Surveys, which also included youth respondents from
Michipicoten High School.

The Guiding Principles of the UDG are intended to be the backbone of this document. When
reviewing CIP applications, the Municipality should ask:

1 Are we meeting the intent of the Downtown C | PvBisn and goals?

T Doesthecommuni ty i mpr owesigreuphold the UDG® &uidifgs
Principles?

2.1.1 Downtown Wawa Vision

Based on community input, and as established in the CIP, the Downtown Vision is as follows:

The Municipality of Wawa is committed to
cultivating an inclusive, thriving, and
welcoming Downtown that — actively embraces
and uplifts a culturally diverse community,
nurturing both social and economic vitality.

Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines WSP
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2.1.2 CIP Goals

In order to implement this Vision, a series of CIP goalswere identified and build upon relevant
goals included in the 2008 Downtown CIP:

1 To reinforce the role of Downtown Wawa as aprimary destination for business,
commerce, and tourism in the community and the Algoma District.

2 Ensure the heritage, local businesses, and natural features located in the Downtown are
promoted through recognizable and inviting gateway features to draw in residents and
visitors.

3 Assist and collaborate with existing businesses and promote new businesses in order to
achieve economic development goals.

4 Encourage the development and redevelopment of municipally- and privately-owned
vacant and/or underutilized land and buildings, including the provision of additional
Downtown housing units.

5 Support the revitalization and beautification of the community  , through improvements
to the public realm and infrastructure, and private properties.

6 Recognize opportunities and work proactively with CIP applicants and provide assistance
to applicants through the building and development process.

7 Increase accessibility and safety through investments into existing and promoting more
safety-based infrastructure such as crosswalks, public lighting features, and signage.

8 Encourage and reward pride and investment in property ownership, including celebrating
and marketing successful community improvement initiatives.

9 Pursue the implementation of community improvements through a combination of
municipal leadership and private investment.

10 Focus on overall positive and lasting first impressions, particularly through building
facades, streetscaping, accessibility improvements, and entrepreneurial activity.

2.1.3 Guiding Principles for the Urban Design Guidelines

Five (5) overarching Guiding Principles have been developed for the Urban Design Guidelines:

1 Position Downtown Wawa as adestination for visitors and locals to explore and enjoy.

WSP Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines
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2 Promote the enhancement and beautification —of Downtown, particularly through fagade
and streetscape improvements.

3 Encourage establishing more and stronger connection s to the lakefront .

4 Embrace the distinctive winter city character of Downtown and create an inviting
environment throughout the year.

5 Support and maintain a safe and accessible Downtown.

Based on the outcomes of engagement, top-ranked urban design elements included, in order of
priority:
1 Building fagade improvements including signage;
9 Street furnishings and amenities such as plants, seating and waste receptacles;
9 Lighting;
1 Sidewalk improvements; and,
T Accessibility features (ramps, automatic door openers).

The UDG include a focus on the above urban design elements, which have been instrumental in
the development of the vision and goals of the CIP andUDG Guiding Principles. In addition,
these guiding principles reflect current best practice for urban design and its application to
Community Improvement Plans.

Figure 2-1 Downtown Wawa (Source: Municipality of Wawa )
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The public realm encompasses all areas thatare accessible to the public, including the streets,
sidewalks and waterfront. The public realm can generally be thought of as the space between a

building facade and the street edge, and is essentialtoDo wnt own Wawa®®mpublieccess

realm contributes to the overall character through the look and feel of the main streets,
particularly along Broadway Avenue. The following guidelines will help drive public
improvements in a way that aligns with the Guiding Principles , to reinforce Downtown Wawa as
a destination, by enhancing and beautifying Downtown, fostering connections to the waterfront,
and supporting a safe and accessible areafor all ages and abilities.

31 0 J wdzdzf ¢ gLj| dz ut | wqtsdzt dzs [ ¢

To complement community improvement projects on private properties along Broadway
Avenue, the Municipality may consider investing in beautification efforts, to improve the
Downtown; this can serve as a catalyst and inspire further private investment along the street. In
order to concentrate efforts, it is recommended that any initial efforts and pilot project works be
focused between Ganley Street and Algoma Street at the northern end of Broadway
Avenue , capitalizing on the location and activity within the existing Goose Nest Market and
municipal facilities along this stretch of Downtown.

The intent is for the Downtown streetscape to support local, and sustainable economic and

tourism activities by prioritizing pedestrians, social interaction, commerce, and public events. It

is noted that budget constraints may limit the immediate implementation of streetscape
improvements, therefore a phased approach is recommendedwh i ch prioriti zes
high-impact changes in the short- and medium-terms, with consideration for more major
streetscaping projects recommended as part of long-term capital planning for the area. Refer to
Section 5.3 of the Downtown Wawa CIP for phasing recommendations.

Figure 3-1 illustrates the phasing and locations where public realm improvements are
recommended to be concentrated for the greatest impact across the Community Improvement
Project Area.

Figure 3-2 and Figure 3-3 are conceptual renderings that have been prepared to demonstrate
the potential implementation of various streetscaping improvements at Broadway Avenue and

Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines WSP
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Ganley Street 2 a typical Downtown intersection 2 and which could be replicated at other
intersections along Broadway Avenue.

The conceptual renderings illustrate the same perspective of the intersection in summer and
winter conditions, showing both permanent and temporary seasonal streetscaping
improvements to the public realm which are recommended throughout the various sections
comprising these Urban Design Guidelines. Key potential streetscaping improvements illustrated
include:

1 Permanent bump-outs to narrow the street and crossing distances across Broadway
Avenue for pedestrians, providing enhanced safety and opportunities for seasonal
planters in the summer and additional snow storage in the winter;

1 A painted crosswalk to visually identify Downtown as a pedestrian priority zone, with the
added benefit of enlivening the streetscape;

1 Hanging banners and planters, which can be removed from the street side during winter
to avoid conflicts with snow removal equipment;

9 Street furnishings, such as waste receptacles, benches, and bicycle racks;

9 Parking spaces repurposed as a seasonal sitting area / patio space, which are reverted
to their original condition in the winter; and

1 Barrier-free parking spaces.

WSP Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines
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Figure 3-2: Broadway Avenue / Ganley Street
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gure 3-3: Broadway Avenue / Ganley Street i § el § RO TmenstratiorFPUrg
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3.1.1 Street Furnishings

Street furnishings such as benches and waste receptacles provide much-needed pedestrian
amenities and encourage people to linger longer in spaces. With the benefit of wide sidewalks
along Broadway Avenue, there is ample room for furnishings to be added along the street while
still providing the required pedestrian clear zone (i.e., a clear path of travel, free of obstructions).
The following recommendations apply to the enhancement of Downtown Wawa through street
furnishings and pedestrian-supportive boulevards.

Sidewalks

1 Where new or redevelopment of existing sidewalks are proposed, pedestrian clear zone
routes must meet or exceed applicable municipal standards and current best practices in
accessible design (per the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act or AODA) and
accommodate the needs of persons using a range of mobility aids (e.g., wheelchairs,
walkers, crutches), or with mobility devices or strollers. This includes:

a. 2.1 m clear width sidewalks preferred for unhindered pedestrian circulation. Clear
width means that sidewalks should be clear of furnishings, landscaping, and other
street infrastructure such as lighting columns and signage.

b. In situations where 2.1 mis not available due to existing conditions, an absolute
minimum clear width of 1.8 m should be maintained.

c. To the extent feasible, sidewalks should have a straight alignment without path
deviations which may be confusing or cause difficulty for users with reduced visual
acuity or physical ability.

2 Where sidewalks intersect with driveways, they should clearly indicate pedestrian priority
to minimize conflicts, and the sidewalk should be maintained at-grade through the
potential conflict zone.

3 Currently, the sidewalks along Broadway Avenue are constructed of interlocking pavers in
a herringbone pattern, as illustrated in Figure 3-4, and the Municipality has had some
issues with heaving and surface damage fromsnowplows, leading to accessibility
concerns. Alternative sidewalk materials may be considered for enhancement, such as
decorative concrete (stamped or coloured), relaying the existing pavers, orrelaying the
existing pavers on a concrete foundation to help reduce heaving.

WSP Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines
Page 18 Municipality of Wawa | Downtown Community Improvement Plan
March 2024



| & = = Wamva

Downtown Wawa Urban Design Guidelines

Figure 3-4:Existing sidewalk and boulevard Rnorth end of Broadway Ave nue

Furnishing /Amenity Zones

1 Sidewalk clear zones should be separated from the street by a curbside furnishing and
amenity zone (width varies depending on location, refer to Figure 3-6: Broadway Avenue
Street Demonstrative Cross -section ).

2 Narrowing the roadway at corners is encouraged through furnishing zone curb -bump-
outs®i.e(, the curb and sidewalk area would be extended into the street in a bulb-shape at
corners, approximately the same depth as the existing parking spaces). This creates a
shortened crossing, which contributes to added pedestrian safety and provides a visual
cue for drivers to slow down. These added spaces would punctuate corners along
Broadway Avenue and may also provide space for soil volumes to support street trees.

3 Temporary bump-outs may be constructed in existing parking spaces seasonally to test
potential bump-out locations before committing to a constructed change. These pilot
projects may be constructed using reflective pilons, fencing or other physical delineation
of the space, and include moveable planters, seating, and other amenities. Refer to
Section 3.2 Parking and Flexible Spaces for additional information.
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4 The furnishing zone should be primarily hard surfaced, to allow for unhindered circulation,
and designed with as much width as possible to accommodate a range of different uses
(e.g., movable landscaping installation as inFigure 3-5) and allow for additional snow
storage during the winter season.

5 Space for spill-out uses, including café patios, should generally be accommodated within
the furnishing zone. The location and extent may be subject to encroachment agreements
and/ or permits from the Municipality.

Figure 3-5: Movable planters delineat ing the public realm from the roadway
WSP Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines
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Figure 3-6: Broadway Avenue  Street Demonstrative Cross -section
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Site Furnishing Elements

1

Site furniture should contribute to the character of the Downtown, being of a consistent
and recognizable style, materials, and colour scheme (see Figure 3-8 for examples).

Site furniture may include elements such as benches, seat walls, seating and tables, picnic
tables, bicycle racks, newspaper boxes, waste and recycling receptacles, bollards, and
access control to certain areas.

Site furniture should be provided to improve user experience and facilitate increased
levels of pedestrian activity for longer periods of time.

Provide seating at frequent intervals throughout the public realm within the furnishing zone
(preferably 30 2 50 m spacing). This would create 2 to 4 seating areas on each block
along Broadway Avenue.

Seating areas should be strategically placed to encourage social interaction and capitalize
on views to the waterfront via side streets, where possible.

Provide waste and recycling receptacles in proximity to seating areas.

Provide seasonal bicycle parking (May to October), in convenient proximity to shops and
restaurants.

Street furniture should be designed and constructed in recognition of the following design
principles:

a. Aesthetically pleasing, high-quality design.

b. Made from durable, ethically sourced materials, and where possible should be
manufactured from recycled materials. Recommended materials for seating and
components with user interaction include timber, high-quality composite timber, and
reconstituted stone for seasonal warmth/ coolness. For other furnishings, such as light
standards or bike racks, robust metals, preferably with integrated colour such as
stainless steel, Corten (weathered) steel (where staining is not a concern), or anodized
aluminum, are recommended. Polyester coated steel which has been tested to be
highly resilient to nicks, damage and vandalism, may also be used.

Figure 3-7: Examples of different Corten Weathering Steel
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c. Be modular for ease of upgrades and repairs, vandal resistant, and fully tested and
certified with appropriate warranties.

d. Meet or exceed AODA Accessible Design Standards.

e. Incorporate sustainability (e.g., energy efficiency and solar-powered light fixtures,
signage, etc.), where feasible.

f. Be fit for purpose and be comfortable to use.

9 The placement of street furniture should be designed to ensure pedestrian clear zones are

free of obstacles and that required sight lines for pedestrians and vehicular traffic are not
blocked.

10 Careful planning of street furniture locations will consider the need to provide intermittent
locations that could support snow storage and not conflict with site furnishings.

Figure 3-8: Site Furnishin g Example s

Final Downtown Urban Design Guidelines WSP
Municipality of Wawa | Downtown Community Improvement Plan Page 23
March 2024



oo

RATI

e,

2
&\‘\

MUNICIPALITY OF WAWA

3.1.2 Landscapingand Plantings

Landscaping and plantings serve to beautify and enhance streetscapes by adding to their visual
appeal. Enhancements proposed for Downtown include:

1

Street tree planting, planter beds, and boulevard plantings, where space allows. Bump-
outs (i.e., areas where the public realm is extended into the roadway, typically via a curb
extension) would provide opportunities for street plantings.

Choose plants and trees that can withstand cold temperatures, drought, salt, compaction
and snow. Low-maintenance species of plantings are preferred.

Planting will generally occur within the furnishing / amenity zones, and generally be
centred within planting bump-outs, located 2.0 m minimum back from the curb to reduce
potential damage from snow clearing or large vehicle movements.

Street trees should be carefully located to ensure they do not interfere with sight lines.
Plantings will be coordinated with utilities and below grade infrastructure to avoid conflicts.

Raised planting beds with urban tolerant plantings may be added to provide separation
from parking areas, and protection around features, such as gateway signage.

Figure 3-9:Landscaped bump -outs Rbefore and after images
Top: Streetscape & Landscape Design Plan, Arnprior, ON

Bottom: Downtown Streetscape Plan, Renfrew, ON
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